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HIGHLIGHT  OF  PAST  &  FUTURE  EVENTS

"#$!%&'&(#)!"&&*+',
By  Steve  Crane,  ITSI

Society  of  American  Military  Engineers  -­  Sacramento  Post
Awards  Record  Level  Scholarships  to  19  Local  Students
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Sacramento  Post  Member  Volunteer  at  MATHCOUNTS®  2010  Competition
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Three  volunteers  representing  SAME  (Steven  Herrera,  Post  1st  Vice  President;;  Carl  Lang,  USACE  [retired];;  and  Phil  Welker,  Post  
Board  Member)  helped  grade  tests  at  the  regional  MATHCOUNTS®  competition  held  at  the  Sacramento  State  University  Campus  
on  February  27,  2010.    

MATHCOUNTS®  is  a  national  math  enrichment,  coaching  and  competition  program  that  promotes  middle  school  mathematics  
achievement   through   grassroots   involvement   in   every   U.S.   state   and   territory.      With   over   27   years   of   experience,  
MATHCOUNTS®  is  one  of  the  most  successful  education  partnerships  involving  volunteers,  educators,  industry  sponsors,  and  
students.    

After  several  months  of  coaching,  participating  schools  select  students  to  compete  individually  or  as  part  of  a  team  in  one  of  the  
more  than  500  written  and  oral  competitions  held  nationwide  and  in  U.S.  schools  overseas.    Winners  at  the  regional  level  proceed  
to  state  competitions,  where  the  top  4  “Mathletes”  and  top  coach  earn  the  right  to  represent  their  state  or  territory  at  the  national  
level.    At  all  levels,  MATHCOUNTS®  challenges  students’  math  skills,  develops  their  self-­confidence  and  rewards  them  for  their  
achievements.    

Phil  Welker,  Post  Coordinator  for  the  event,  expresses  a  big  “Thank  you!”  to  the  dedicated  volunteers  who  gave  up  their  Saturday  
to  help  with  this  worthwhile  contest.    
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9th  Civil  Engineering  Squadron  at  Beale  AFB
@A&I$%&)395C4E&J775C8G

If  you’ve  ever  been  to  Beale  AFB,  you  might  assume  by  its  secluded  location,  vast  landscape,  and  the  numerous  cows  roaming  the  
base,  that  it  is  a  sleepy  hollow  of  sorts.    Tucked  away  in  the  foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas,  Beale  AFB  looks  like  a  small  installa-­
tion  with  not  a  whole  lot  going  on.    But  at  any  given  time,  there  are  airmen  actively  engaged  with  forces  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  
right  within  the  boundaries  of  the  base.

Beale  AFB  is  home  to  the  Air  Force’s  main  source  of  High  Altitude  Intelligence,  Surveillance  and  Reconnaissance  (ISR).    The  ISR  
has  the  unique  capability  of  gathering  data  anywhere  on  the  globe,  sending  it  back  to  Intelligence  Analysts  at  Beale  AFB,  who  then  
process  the  information  in  real  time,  and  relay  that  information  to  forces  on  the  ground.    This  capability  has  become  invaluable  to  
the  Air  Force  and  other  services  fighting  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.    The  men  and  women  of  the  9th  Civil  Engineer  Squadron  (CES)  
have  been  tasked  to  maintain  the  infrastructure  responsible  for  keeping  that  mission  alive.

As  Commander  of  the  9th  CES,  Lt  Col  Todd  Waldvogel,  puts  it,  we  have  the  unique  mission  of  “keeping  the  lights  on  and  the  doors  
open”  so  Beale  AFB  can  operate  in  today’s  ever  increasing  operations  tempo.    But  while  the  9th  CES  is  responsible  for  garrison  
support  of  Beale  AFB,  we  too  are  hit  hard  by  the  operations  tempo  in  the  Middle  East.     Air  Force  Civil  Engineers  are  in  high  
demand,  and  for  a  good  reason;;  <7&357&G5739&39&<B39&<7&K:?

A  key  facet  of  Air  Force  Civil  Engineering  is  the  Explosive  Ordanance  Disposal  (EOD)  technicians.    These  men  and  women  are  
highly  trained  specialists  who  are  called  to  every  corner  of  the  Middle  East  to  ensure  coalition  forces  can  operate  and  move  within  
the  Area  of  Responsibility  (AOR)  safely.  The  9th  CES  constantly  has  EOD  technicians  deployed.    Their  most  recent  taskings  were  
to  the  mountain  regions  of  Afghanistan  to  perform  dismounted  operations.    A  typical  mission  for  these  technicians  consists  of  a  10  
mile  hike  at  an  elevation  of  7000  ft,  with  elevation  changes  of  up  to  1500  ft.    All  of  this  while  carrying  a  combat  load  consisting  of  
75  to  105  pounds  of  gear  and  equipment.    And  after  all  that,  they  must  be  able  to  calmly  and  methodically  perform  their  duties  to  
disarm  and  dispose  of  nearly  any  type  of  ordnance  or  Improvised  Explosive  Device  (IED).    Needless  to  say,  not  just  anybody  can  
be  EOD.

Not  only  is  the  9th  CES  tasked  with  home  station  garrison  support,  they  are  also  tasked  to  deploy  and  perform  an  array  of  garrison  
support  within  the  AOR.    Recently  they  provided  a  20-­man  team  to  deploy  with  the  819th  RED  HORSE  Squadron  (RHS)  from  
Malmstrom  AFB,  Montana.    RED  HORSE  is  a  self  sustaining  engineer  unit  specializing  in  heavy  construction.    The  CES’s  20-­man  
team  joined  with  the  819th  RHS  and  was  sent  all  over  the  AOR.    The  CES  had  personnel  in  Basrah,  Iraq  supporting  the  US  Army’s  
34  Infantry  Division  (ID).    They  also  had  personnel  in  Kandahar,  Afghanistan  providing  infrastructure  support  for  the  massive  
force  surge  that  took  place  in  summer  2009.    With  that  surge  of  forces  into  the  AOR,  new  missions  and  bed-­down  locations  needed  
to  be  supported.    In  response,  CES  personnel  built  new  Forward  Operating  Bases  (FOBs)  as  well  as  design  and  build  the  airfields  
that  would  be  placed  at  these  FOBs  to  bring  the  US  and  Coalition  ground  forces  into  the  fight.    
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Another  important,  yet  sometimes  overlooked  aspect  of  Civil  Engineering  is  the  Fire  Fighting  capability.    The  Fire  Fighters  are  
tasked  just  as  much  as  the  EOD  techs  and  the  craftsmen.    They  are  charged  with  maintaining  fire  safety  and  managing  emergency  
response  at  most  US  Forward  Operating  Bases.    They  also  have  the  unique  mission  of  training  Afghan  and  Iraqi  forces  in  fire  safety  
and  emergency  response.    Beale  fire  fighters  trained  Afghanistan  National  Army  (ANA)  personnel  in  fire  safety  and  fire  response  
and  also  aided   in   the  development  of  specialized  emergency  response  forces.     The   training   these  airmen  provided  will  have  a  
lasting  effect  on  the  ANA’s  ability  to  improve  their  military  force.

It  goes  without  saying  that  Air  Force  Civil  Engineers  and  the  men  and  women  of  the  9th  CES  are  very  motivated,  dedicated,  and  
hard  working  people.    Charged  with  maintaining  aging  infrastructure  stateside  and  supporting  the  increasing  operations  tempo  in  
the  Middle  East,  they  manage  to  stay  very  busy.    Being  able  to  see  firsthand  the  impact  our  work  has  on  the  mission  to  Fly,  Fight  
and  Win  is  very  rewarding.    The  CES  is  confident  in  saying  that  the  majority  wouldn’t  trade  what  they  do  for  anything  else.

Runway  Construction  at  Travis  Air  Force  Base
;<(=#3(;/133(;->81<?(5/4@1.3(!-2-A1/?(BC3D(E*,
5D4346(F<(,,A3(,D-G2(*01/<

Part  of  Travis  Air  Force  Base’s  28  million  square  feet  of  airfield  
pavement  is  undergoing  a  much  needed  renovation.    A  $60  
million  runway  construction  project  is  rebuilding  one  of  two  
11,000  foot  runways  at  Travis  as  well  as  building  a  new  3,500  
foot  C-­17  Globemaster  Assault  Landing  Zone  (ALZ)  to  further  
bolster  its  global  mobility  mission.  This  is  the  first  major  repair  
done  to  the  runway  since  it  was  built  in  the  1950’s.    The  
construction  provides  a  needed  facelift  to  an  existing  runway  and  
adds  a  new,  money  saving  training  capability  to  the  other  runway.

“This  project  is  all  about  enabling  airpower,”  said  Lt.  Col.  
Wade  Lawrence,  60th  Civil  Engineer  Squadron  commander.  
“The  runway  and  ALZ  provides  a  huge  boost  to  our  global  
mobility  mission,  and  provides  a  safer,  more  efficient  and  effective  platform  to  launch  and  recover  aircraft.”    

Construction  began  in  early  February  and  is  expected  to  last  18  months,  opening  in  August  2011.  This  effort  is  a  huge  undertaking  
that  requires  massive  coordination  between  the  entire  project  team.  Although  this  is  an  Air  Force  project,  the  construction  and  
contract   is  managed   by   the  Navy  Facilities  Engineering  Command   (NAVFAC)   office   on  Travis.  Baldi  Bros.   from  Beaumont  
California  is  the  contractor.    They  will  completely  demolish  the  existing  runway  and  rebuild  on  top  with  concrete  up  to  18  inches  
thick  as  well  as  install  an  entirely  new  lighting  system.

                  “Not  only  does  it  revitalize  a  50-­year  old  runway  with  modern  materi  
                  als  and  energy-­efficient  lights,  but  it  also  enhances  combat  capability    
                  by  providing  C-­17  pilots  a  realistic  short  takeoff/landing  assault    
                  runway  to  practice  on,”  said  Lt  Col  Lawrence.    C-­17  pilots  from    
                  Travis  are  constantly  using  this  training  in  their  real  world  missions    
                  downrange  supplying  troops  and  equipment  to  austere  locations.    
                  Currently  the  closest  airstrip  Travis  C-­17  pilots  use  for  ALZ  training    
                  is  in  Washington,  which  is  a  three-­hour  round  trip.  Having  the    
                  available  space  for  training  at  Travis  not  only  saves  money,  but  those    
                  three  hours  can  now  be  used  for  training  instead  of  traveling.

The  60th  Civil  Engineer  Squadron  along  with  the  entire  project  team  is  extremely  excited  about  the  project  and  the  fact  that  it  will  
go  a  long  way  to  ensure  Team  Travis  continues  to  be  America’s  first  choice  for  total  global  mobility.
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CSUS  SAME  Student  Chapter  Activities
;<(%2H/17()17188(T(E,Q,(,%!*(,3GH123(ED-U31/(5/16>H123
Since  the  creation  of  the  CSUS  SAME  Student  Chapter,  it  has  been  continually  growing  in  members  and  activities.  Last  year,  the  
chapter  hosted  the  young  members  forum  at  Sacramento  State,  and  members  of  the  post  volunteered  their  time  for  this  and  several  
other  events.  
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