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California Meets the Challenge:
Taking Steps to

Manage Flood Risk
in the Central Valley
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Critical Levee Repairs

Levee Evaluations 

State-Local Early Implementation Projects

Federal Projects

Central Valley Flood Protection Plan 

Mitigation Banking 

Flood Corridor Easements

Designated Floodways

Reservoir Reoperation and Forecast Based Operation

Climate Change Adjustments to Flood Hydrology                                  

Floodplain Mapping 

Annual Flood Risk Notifications 

New Building Standards 

Emergency Response Plans

Emergency Supplies and Stockpiles 

Improved Maintenance and Inspection Procedures 

Local Agency Reports on Maintenance

Local Agency Risk Acknowledgement  

Shared Liability between State and Local Agencies 

200-year Minimum Protection for Urban Areas

General Plan Amendments and Zoning Ordinances

RESIDUAL RISK 

New

Ongoing

INITIAL RISK
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Initial Risk

ÅFragile levees, not engineered

ÅSystem designed to erode

ÅAging system

ÅMaintenance under-funded

ÅEnvironmental challenges 

ÅUrbanization



6

San Joaquin Valley

Sacramento

Stockton

Sacramento Valley
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The Systemôs Key Challenges

Á Aging Infrastructure

Á Increasing development in floodplains

Á Court decisions have increased 

the Stateõs liability

Á State, local, and federal funding for 

flood management has declined
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Erosion, Vegetation, and Sedimentation

Erosion sites
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Sacramento River levee near ClarksburgJanuary 2006 Floods
Sacramento River levee near Clarksburg

Natomas Cross Canal levee
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January 2006 Floods
Sacramento River levee near Clarksburg

Natomas Cross Canal levee
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