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60th Civil Engineer Squadron

Travis AFB Vacant 

Housing Fire Brief
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BLUF

ÅOne of the largest structural fires in AF history!

Å176 vacant housing bldgs destroyed or damaged

Å8-Alarm fire - 225 firefighters & 75 vehicles responded

ÅUsed ~ 4 million gallons of water

ÅNo loss of life or major injuries

ÅNo loss of infrastr. not already scheduled for demo

ÅNo loss of mission sortie generation ïairfield back up 

in less than 24 hours
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Fire Conditions ïSat 16 Aug 08

ÂVacant field with high weeds off-base

Â683 vacant homes, some with breaches (broken 

windows/doors)

ÂHot, dry conditions (no rain in weeks)

ÂStrong 30 MPH winds from SW blowing toward base
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Fire Conditions

ñWest of 
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Vacant Housing
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Fire Start

ÂCareless disposal 

of smoking 

materials

ÂSmoldering fire 

developed under 

lawnmower behind 

Subway restaurant 
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Fire Development

ÂHigh winds quickly propelled fire through the field

ÂWall alongside storage facility directed winds and 

fire straight into abandoned housing
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Emergency Response

Â911 calls received on- and off-base at 1520

ÂReported grass fire off-base

Fairfield E-39 responds

Travis Chief 2, Rescue 2, Engine 6, Tender 16,

Brush 7 respond to field

Travis Engine 8, Crash 18 respond to housing



8
Team TraviséAmericaõs First Choice!

Fire Now On Base

ÂTwo base houses quickly caught fire
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Fire Spread

ÂCrews on base started attack and quickly determined 

fire had quickly spread past their position

ÂCrews abandoned lines and repositioned 
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Fire Attack Continued

ÂChief 1 arrived on scene as well as Fairfield 

Battalion 37 and initiated Unified Command

- Called for utilities to be shut off and EOC activation

- Responded on ladder truck to Youth Center

- 2 additional crash trucks responded

- Recalled off-duty firefighters

- Initiated fourth alarm
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The ñFog of Warò
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Fire Attack Continued

ÂRelocated Unified Command to vacant field at corner 

of Cannon & Vermont Streets

- Went to seven alarm status

- Decided to set up perimeter at Cannon, Fairchild, 

Hackett, Armstrong, and Eaker

- Called for Shelter In Place for occupied housing
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Shelter In Place
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Scale of Fire
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Crash Truck
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In The Fire
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Protecting the Youth Center
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Eighth Alarm

Â7 alarms depleted Solano County FDôs 

Â8 Alarms brought Yolo and Napa Counties
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Nervous Residents
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Sunset
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Safety

ÂAfter 8 hours, firefighting conditions 

had deteriorated

- Falling trees & branches

- Utility poles snapping at the base

- Ruptured gas lines

ÂUnified Commanders 

evaluated situation and 

briefed base leadership

- Pulled all firefighters 

out to perimeter 

- Began releasing mutual 

aid assets   


